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A Letter From The CEO

Arts for Learning has many moving parts that 
are driven by the need to keep the arts a vital 

part of every child’s education. Teaching 
artists, teachers, administrators, parents, 

community partners, board members, and 
donors are all integral to our success.

These parts all work together with this mis-
sion in mind, “empowering children to reach 

their creative and intellectual potential 
through arts in education.” 

In this report, you will gain insight into how 
Arts for Learning works.

 
Because we serve children wherever they may 
be, in school and out of school, we are highly 

collaborative. No matter what location, art 
form, or audience, Arts for Learning creates 

unique experiences to meet the needs of 
children and their families. From a mural resi-

dency that includes an entire school to a 
family storytelling performance our programs 

are a natural fit for the community.

JoEllen Florio Rossebo
President & CEO
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Julie Tornquist                                                     Realtor

Board Members

“Your artists always take the needs of the students into 
consideration. They adjust their pacing and pronunciation so that 
our students get the most out of their performances. With each 
performance, our students get to practice their listening and 
spoken language skills in a wonderfully creative and supportive 
environment. We appreciate your support!”

-St. Joseph Institute for the Deaf



Children’s Creativity in Motion

Once a project is funded, it’s time to gather the right people to plan and pull o� the experience. In the 
case of our Environmental Arts residencies this year, we began by researching what schools need by 
interviewing school partners. We then requested and received a two-year $100,000 grant from the Nina 
Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust to create and implement residencies based on Indiana science standards. 

Then sta� worked with teaching artists to prepare a series 
of five consecutive lessons for children in grades 3-5. Roster 
artist Laura Friesen created her residency called, “Paper 
Ways,” with the Indiana State Standards in mind, and focus-
ing on how papermaking could teach science content such 
as environmental stewardship. 

Once her residency was complete, we sought out schools 
interested in providing this experience to their students. 
With the help of Arts for Learning program sta�, Arlington 
Elementary in Franklin Township decided on Laura’s resi-
dency. It was then time for Laura to meet with the classroom 
teachers to learn about the students she would teach, and 
to revise her lessons to their particular needs.

After the residency dates were chosen, program sta� visited 
to document a lesson through photos, video, and an evalua-
tion rubric to be later shared with the artist in order to 
provide positive feedback on her work.

In this residency, children learned about the origin of fibers, 
how conserving fiber reduces energy consumption and 
helps the environment, and made their own pieces of paper 
from pulp. Their paper was then hung in as mobile in the 
school.

The classroom teacher Clara Crosby had this to say about 
the experience, “Each 3rd - 5th grade student has been able 
to create their own piece of paper art from recycled paper 
pulp.  Before Laura arrived we watched the process on 
YouTube at a recycled paper factory.  Now, the art room has 
become a mini paper making factory and has made the 
experience come alive for them.”
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The generosity of volunteers and donors makes Arts for Learning 
work. We partner with community members and funders who see 
the power of the arts, and have high hopes for the arts to take a 
significant place in children’s educational lives. It is what we work 
toward everyday.

This year, one example of concerned community members coming 
together for the good of the cause was our Power 2 Give online 
campaign. We featured Welcome to Learning, a kindergarten 
program utilizing our early childhood teaching artists to impact 
students’ school readiness and literacy skills.

The campaign was a great success with 28 donors coming 
together and raising $6,844 allowing 125 kindergarten students at 
Paul I. Miller School 114 to learn through the arts. School 114 serves 
a diverse student population with a majority living below the pov-
erty level. They were ecstatic to receive our programs. Children 
experienced workshops in clogging and fiddling, harp music, clay, 
and puppets, and performances such at Tap Team Two’s “Tapping 
with Goldilocks.” Donors were able to see the program in action 
through online video, received thank you cards from the students, 
and thank you phone calls from an artist. Without the generous 
support, this program would have never happened.

                                               

Donors Make A Di�erence



Artists of the Highest Caliber             

Arts for Learning is built on the shoulders of our teaching 
artists, who are our direct connection with children. Their 
successes are our successes. Therefore, we place great 
importance on the selection of these amazing people.

Prospective artists undergo a rigorous audition process, which 
can take up to six months to complete. Sta�, board, donors, 
partners, and volunteers are all involved in the selection 
process.

Fourth Wall member Greg Jukes reflects on the audition 
process:

“Each of the three steps in the audition process had its own 
distinct feel for us. In the beginning, we did a lot of research 
into education standards to figure out what we could best 
teach in our shows. We began digging into our repertoire to 
find pieces that would both be exciting to students while still 
containing material that we could use to reinforce our 
curricular content.

The prescreening audition for a committee of Arts for 
Learning sta� and teaching artists was a blast! We started by 
showing a short piece of repertoire to be included in the show 
then jumped into a variety of movement, music, and theatrical 
games. Reflection is very important to us as teaching artists 
and it was especially fun hearing how other teaching artists 
and arts educators process what we do.

The audience [at our in-school audition] was responsive and 
enthusiastic during the show. Nothing beats the energy kids 
give when you perform for them. They will let you know in the 
clearest ways what they think about your work and if you're 
trucking along, engaged and connected, it's the best!”

The Fourth Wall was invited to be a part of the Arts for 
Learning roster, and has already begun performing.
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Fall 2012: We were proud to be a part of a Young 
Audiences National initiative providing middle 
school students with experience in digital game 
design. As one of the three participating Young 
Audiences a�liates, and funded through the 
National Endowment for the Arts and Season for 
Sharing, we trained artists Shawn Whistler, Robin 
Lee-Holms, and David Wright to take their art forms 
of dance and puppetry and use them to teach 
concepts needed for digital game design. 

January 21, 2013: “Tragedy, Trains, Truth, and Tales” 
tells the story of Harriet Tubman through theater 
and song. It was performed by Annamaria Crider 
and Virginia Wesley at a Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
event held at The Indiana State Museum. 

October 2012: Through the Blue 
River Community Foundation, 
students at Waldron Elementary 
in Shelby County created a per-
manent mural for their blank gym 
wall led by teaching artist Holly 
Combs. 340 students and teach-
ers each created an 8x10 self-
portrait on canvas board, includ-
ing words that “made them 
beautiful”. They wrote words 
such as “smart” and “funny”. The 
installed mural, 40 feet long and 
five feet tall, used the portraits to 
spell the words 
“You Are Beautiful”.

March 11-15, 2013: A grant from 
Arts Midwest allowed us to bring 
California roster artist Robert 
Kikuchi-Yngojo to Indiana for a 
week-long residency. It included 
eight student performances, a 
community performance 
attended by 200 people, an 
artist workshop, and a workshop 
for 30 clients of Exodus 
Refugee Immigration. The focus 
of the week was to honor and 
involve the Asian population of 
Indianapolis through storytelling, 
many of whom are new-comers 
to the community. 

Spring 2013: Program sta� worked with teachers at 
Crispus Attucks High School and The Madame C. J. 
Walker Center to bring elders and children together 
through the medium of storytelling. We call this 
experience “Collaboration of the Generations”. 18 
students and 7 elders interacted with each other, 
telling each other personal stories, with the 
culmination being a performance of the stories by the 
children for family and friends. They were led by 
teaching artist Bob Sander.
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Jim and Sara Lootens
Bill and Carolyn Neale

N. Clay Robbins & Amy McConkey Robbins
Betty and Alan Stanford

$1,000 - $2,499
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$100 - $249
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Anonymous
Bob and Pat Anker

John and Jessica Barth
Ms. Tami Earnhart

Rose Kelly-Falls and Steve Falls
Mr. and Mrs. John Fazli
JoEllen Florio Rossebo

Todd and Denise Halford Holder
Earl Harris 15 Year Charitable Lead Annuity Trust

Terri Jump
Ms. Susan Blackwell May
Alice and Kirk KcKinney

Mrs. Ina Mohlman
Peggy and Byron Myers

Linda and Don Neel
Michael and Susan Porter
Kathy and John Sharpe
Cheryl and Jim Strain

Je� and Colleen Webster
Anna S. and James P. White

$500 - $999
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Kate and Dan Appel
Desma and Matt Belsaas

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bra�ord
Roy and Mary Cage Young Audiences 

of Indiana Endowment Fund of Legacy Fund
Joe and Marcia Erne

Cliona Kennedy and Patrick Meyers
Michael O’Brien and Jackie Nytes

Geneva Taylor
Larry and Angela Tomlin

Emily A. West
Dr. Nikki Woodson

$250 - $499
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Anonymous (2)
Sarah C. Barney

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Broadie
Jim Chesterfield

Smith Family Fund
Joli Heavin

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene E. Henn
Kenneth and Krisztina Inskeep

Dr. Ned and Martha Lamkin
Stephen Meyer
Ralph G. Nowak

Mindy and Charlie Schlegel
Bill Scott

Sandy Cha Si�erlen and Mark Si�erlen
Michael L. and Susan L. Smith

Gretchen Wolfram
Ace and Beth Yakey

Jamie Aebersold
Mike and Claudia Alerding

David and Mary Allen
John and Josephine Barth
Frank and Katrina Basile

Suzanne and Chuck Beard
Donald and Carla Bennett

Pamela J. Bennett
Suzanne B. Blakeman

John C. Bloom
Valerie Brennan

Clayton and Pauletta Brewer
John and Cathy Bridge

Charles Briel
Jon Cain

Gumpy Carlson
Don and Dolly Craft

Carolyn Dederer
Mary O. and Stephen E. 

DeVoe
Krista Ferguson

Daniel and Joan FitzGibbon
Richard E. Ford

Jim and Sally Friend
Sarah and Jim Fronczek
Joan and Bill Gardiner

Thomas and Clare Hollett
John and Liz Jenkins

Susan and Michael Kilkenny
Gene and Carolyn Lausch

Dennis Leeds
Mr. and Mrs. Eli Lilly, II

Karen Lindig
Don and Chris Lundberg

Heather McPherson
Malcolm W. Smith

LaToya Moore
Kim Nentrup

Jane and Andrew Paine
Dorit and Gerald Paul

Jean and Lamar Richcreek
David and Kathie Riley

Mr. and Mrs. Randall D. Rogers
Karla Surmacz

Cassandra Thomas
Sharri Wagner

$50 - $99
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Anonymous
Patricia Andrews
David Andrichik
Maribeth Bailey 
James Beaudry

David and Dianne Berry
Don and Ginger Bievenour

Michael and Constance Buran
Gay Burkhart

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Dennerline
Wayne and Dorothy Emsley

John N. and Julia Luros Failey
Richard and Sharon Gilmor

Martha Graves
Stephanie Haines and Cole Varga

Dick and Sheryl Hamstra
Sam Hanley

Timothy Harman
David Hochoy

David and Melli Hoppe
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Kalsbeck

Monte Kemper

Joan Leibman 
Mary and Alan Levin

Lifei Liu
Gayle Mayne

Rachel Morand
Judith B. Murphy

Allen H. Pekar
Katie Welch Rarick
Mike and Mary Rice

Robert Sabol
Jane and Fred Schlegel

Joan Schneider
Molly and Joe Shane

Joyce Sommers & Bob Davis
Reed K. Steele

Gary Thompson
Anne S. Throop

Virginia Wesley & Annamarie 
Crider

Mary Anne Winslow
Angela and Derek Yetter



In honor of Anna White by N. Clay Robbins and Amy McConkey Robbins
In honor of Annie Surina by Jo An Hudson
In honor of Henry Leck by Jim and Jackie Morris
In honor of JoEllen Florio Rossebo by Telene A. Edington and Wm. S. Connor
In memory of Gene William Jones by Barbara Applegate-Jones
In memory of Henrietta Shoemaker by Alpha Delta Kappa
In memory of Marilyn Boyer from Kelly Gant
In memory of Marilyn Petry by Alpha Delta Kappa
In memory of Michael K. Guest by Mrs. Janet Guest
In memory of Roy Q. and Ann V. Turner from their children and grandchildren
In memory of Stanley Kowalski by Betty and Alan Stanford
In memory of Stanley Kowalski by JoEllen Florio Rossebo
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Abbott’s Also Candy Stores
Alerding & Co. L.L.C.
Betty and Alan Stanford
Cakes by Chris Indy
Chef Joseph’s at the Connoisseur Room
Chocolate for the Spirit
Discover Books
Diversified Communications Group
Edible Arrangements
Endangered Species Chocolate Company
Hoaglin Fine Catering
Hubbard & Cravens
Indiana Landmarks
Indianapolis Business Journal
Indy Cakes

Louise’s Sweets
Managed Health Services
MSD of Washington Township
Nuvo’s Music Forum
OAKLEYS Bistro
Oberweis
Printing Partners
Schakolad Chocolate Factory
Sun King Brewery
Susan L. Prennatt CPA
The Best Chocolate in Town
The Chef’s Academy 
WFYI
Xchocol’Art
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Chocolate Fest
Fine Arts Society
Indianapolis Power & Light
Managed Health Services
National Bank of Indianapolis
Nuvo
Wolfrum Capital Management Group
Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network

Leap Into Art
ADP
Barefoot Wines
Barnes & Thornburg
Eskenazi Health
Fine Arts Society
Gregory & Appel Insurance
Ice Miller
Ogletree Deakins
Printing Partners
Sun King Brewery
US Foods
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$100,000 and above
Lilly Endowment Inc.

$50,000-$99,999
The Indianapolis Foundation, a CICF a�liate

$10,000-$49,999
Allen Whitehill Clowes Charitable Foundation
Arts Council of Indianapolis
Christel DeHaan Family Foundation
The Indiana Arts Commission and the National 
 Endowment of the Arts, a federal agency
PNC Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Managed Health Services
Nicholas H. Noyes, Jr., Memorial Foundation, Inc.
Noblesville Community Fund, a fund of Legacy Fund 
 Community Foundation and Legacy Fund, a CICF 
 a�liate
Sheila Fortune Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
Arthur Jordan Foundation
The Eugene and Marilyn Glick Family Foundation
The Haddad Foundation
Hendricks County Community Foundation - 
 Deedee Daniel Opportunity Fund
Indianapolis Star and Season for Sharing Fund, a fund of 
 The Indianapolis Foundation

$1,000-$2,499
Cathedral Women Christ Church Cathedral
CVS Caremark Foundation
Downtown Optimist Foundation
Gregory & Appel Insurance
IUPUI Solution Center
Johnson County Community Foundation and the Bishop 
 Edwin and Marion Garrison Fund, Mike and Sandy 
 Jarvis Fund, and the Reis-Nichols Fund
Junior League of Indianapolis
Kappa Kappa Kappa, Inc.
Meridian Kessler Neighborhood Association
The Penrod Society

$100-$999
Chubb Group of Insurance Policies
Maurer Family Foundation, Inc./Mickey’s Camp
Susurrus
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Income

Expenses

Income

Program Earned Revenue - 22%

Grant Support - 55%

Individual & Corporate
Contributions - 7%

In-Kind Contributions - 5%

Fundraising Event Support - 3%

Other Revenue - 9%

Expense

Program - 69%

Administration - 12%

Fundraising & Promotion - 19%

________________________________________________________________

Total                                                                                                    $1,063,104     100%

________________________________________________________________

Total                                                                                                    $1,035,828    100%


